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In the event of inclement 
weather tonight (and 
regardless of whether the 
football game is or is not 
played), the checks for the 
AP exams will be issued 
to the 89 Waynesville High 
School students in the 
Ninth Grade Lecture Hall  
at 6:30 p.m. All recipients 
and/or the parents of 2015 
grads who are attending in 
their place should arrive 
at 6 p.m. If there is no rain, 
the check presentation 
will be held outside on 
the Tiger Stadium track 
as planned. The football 
game will start at 8 p.m.  

AP checks 
to be issued

Waynesville High School students played their 
own live version of an Angry Bird type of game 
in the cafeteria and instead of getting in trouble 
for playing around, their teacher and school 
administrators were cheering them on. 

 This was no ordinary game; this was a marble 
launcher game complete with a fort and targets 
that required skills, planning, calculations, 
measurements and formulas for Nick Parmley’s 
physics class.

 “We’re learning about motion and acceleration,” 
said Karlyrose Acosta, a senior. “There are so many 
equations that we have to solve for a missing piece 

Students take calculated aim at targets

Continued on page 3 

Gen. Kevin Vereen, the U.S. Army 
Military Police School commandant, 
told Waynesville sixth graders that the 
United States changed forever on 9-11.

“We will never forget,” said Vereen, 
who served as the keynote speaker 

Gen. Vereen speaks to 6th graders 
at Patriot Day Remembrance 

at the Patriot Day Remembrance 
Ceremony on Sept. 12 at Waynesville 
Sixth Grade Center.  “In less than three 
hours, our country changed forever and 
I can remember watching it all unfold 
thousands of miles away in Korea.”

Continued on page 2



While sixth graders are among the 40 million Americans born after 
Sept. 11, 2001, Vereen noted that many soldiers, including some of their 
parents, decided to join the military as a result of what occurred on that 
day.

“Many of your parents currently wear the uniform,” Vereen said. “For 
them, it’s about serving our country and for me it’s the same way:  to 
preserve the freedom that we enjoy.  It’s about defending our country 
from future attacks. We are fighting to protect the most powerful nation 
in the world and we are going to do it by using the most powerful 
military in the world.”

In addition, Waynesville’s Mayor Luge Hardman spoke at the event 
about how 9-11 and Pearl Harbor Days are pivotal moments in history 
when the United States was attacked on its own soil.

“On September 11, 2001, nineteen terrorists who were members of 
al-Qaeda, an Islamist extremist network, hijacked four commercial 
airplanes. In a coordinated attack, the hijackers intentionally flew two of 
the planes into the Twin Towers of the World Trade Center, and a third 
into the Pentagon. Learning about the other hijackings, passengers and 
crew members on the fourth plane launched a counterattack, spurring 
the hijacker pilot to crash the plane into a field in Pennsylvania. Nearly 
3,000 people were killed on that day, the single largest loss of life 
resulting from a foreign attack on American soil,” according to the 9-11 
Memorial.

Dr. Brian Henry, superintendent, praised the military for their service 
and also spoke about the importance of first responders on 9-11 and 
today; 415 responders died as a result of the attacks.

“When everyone else is running out of a building, they are running 
in,” Henry said. “We honor their service on that day and every day.”

The school’s Military Appreciation LEAD Committee, facilitated by 
Tim Harrison and Megan Webster, organized the event.

Remembrance Continued from page 1



of data. The class is hard, but it’s also fun.”
 Students closely followed their data chart, 

developed by using formulas to calculate velocity, 
distance and angles at each setting on the marble 
launcher “Today’s game is a culmination of our work 
to hit multiple targets,” said Bryan Hudson senior. 
“It’s heavily math-based, but it’s also fun-based.”

 Just as students started getting good at hitting their 
targets, Parmley changed the distance from the target 
to one the students hadn’t calculated.

 “We had established data sets but since he’s 
changing the distance, we have to adjust our 
calculations and guesstimate the angle and settings to 
use,” Hudson said.

 “Moving beyond what’s on paper to applying 
knowledge to a practical situation is when deeper 
thinking occurs,” said Bonnie Brainard, assistant 
principal. 

 “By adjusting the distance, Mr. Parmley 
throws students a curve ball and helps them 
learn to apply their knowledge of data and 
formulas to make an educated guess about 
what setting to use on the fly,” Brainard said. 

 The learning standard itself is actually 
complex: calculate displacement, velocity 
and time at various points in the motion of 
an object moving simultaneously in two 
directions.

 “Students learned how displacement, 
velocity and time are used in the real world,” 
Parmley says. “No doubt, it’s hard math, but no 
one was struggling with it because they were 
motivated to win the game. This game comes 
after days and days of measuring velocities and 
calculating distances, but the knowledge that 
all that prep work is for this game is what motivates them.”

 Chemistry teacher Jenna McClanahan joined in the action by 
using nitrocellulose as an accelerant to shoot a tennis ball out of 

a potato chip container at the target, demonstrating to students 
that multiple methods can achieve the same result. (See photo 
below of the tennis ball heading toward the fort.) 

Targets Continued from page 1 



It’s hard to believe that just four 
years ago Daysamaire Rosario spoke no 
English and was once somewhat shy, 
especially for her 39 fellow cadets this 
past summer at the Missouri Highway 
Patrol Cadet Academy. 

 “There were only seven females out 
of 40 cadets,” said Rosario, a senior at 
Waynesville High School. “The fact 
that there were so many guys motivated 
me. I challenged myself to be more 
successful and did push-ups with the 
guys.”

Each summer, a highly selective 
group of high school students who 
are interested in a career in law 
enforcement enter the patrol’s boot 
camp.  For one week before their senior 
year of high school, these cadets shoot 
pistols, drive a vehicle at nearly 100 
miles per hour on an obstacle course, 
conduct car crash investigations and 
learn to live without much sleep.

“We got cranky at times because 
of a lack of sleep, but it was such a 
fun experience. I found myself,” said 
Rosario, a native of Puerto Rico who 
now speaks three languages – French, 
English and Spanish.

With just 40 cadets from throughout 
the entire state, Waynesville was 
fortunate to have two cadets attend this 
past summer.  Rosario and Woo Sung 
Song both made the cut.

“There are more than 500 school 
districts in Missouri and only 40 
students are selected for the Patrol 
Academy,” said WHS Counselor Janell 
York. “I am very happy they accepted 
two of our students this year.”

In addition to attending the patrol 
academy, Rosario attended Missouri 
Girls State with fellow WHS seniors 
Javonni Barlow, Se’Yanna Jones, 
Celeste Montijo, Aminah Mujahid and 
Haley Robinson the week before the 
Patrol Academy.  To learn how our 
government systems work, participants 
were grouped into mock cities. 

“I took the legislative class and 
learned the differences between our 
system and parliament,” Rosario said. 
“We went to the Missouri Capitol and 
debated a bill and it passed. I ran for 
Senate and we had a lot of fun.”

The American Legion Auxiliary 
sponsored these six Waynesville High 
School female students to participate 

Students learn leadership skills at state events
in the annual 
Missouri Girls’ 
State held this 
past summer at 
the University of 
Central Missouri 
in Warrensburg.

“It was 
amazing,” 
Mujahid said. 
“I learned to be 
a tree and stand 
out from the rest 
and not to be a 
shadow. I 
learned a lot. I learned 
to never give up.”

Missouri Boys and 
Girls State provide 
hands-on experience 
in the operation and 
fundamentals of 
government, drawing 
together the best 
and brightest high 
school juniors from 
throughout the state to 
help lead them down 
the path of individual 
success and leadership through “doing,” 
not just learning.

“I was skeptical at first and a little 
nervous, but it was a like a family,” 
Robinson said. “I learned so much 
and I wanted to stay. If anyone has the 
opportunity to go, they should do it. 
You get out what you put into it and it is 
altogether amazing.”  

The local American Legion 
sponsored four WHS male students – 
Steven Berrios, Donovan Dunaway, 
Mason Michels and Collin Ronje – to 
participate this past summer in the 
annual Missouri Boys State held at the 
University of Central Missouri.

“I learned how to deal with different 
types of people and different leadership 
styles other than the military’s,” said 
Ronje, who is a also a member of the 
Waynesville JROTC Raiders.

Missouri Boys and Girls State 
promote one paramount idea: That the 
individual is the one with the power to 
change the world. Whether athlete or 
politician, journalist or scientist, each 
individual has the power to make a 
difference in the world.

“You have to work hard; other people 
there are hungry for leadership roles,” 
Dunaway said. “You have to motivate 
yourself to get a leadership position.”

Using the democratic system as a 
basis, Boys and Girls State construct 
their own state, utilizing the core values 
that hold true in everyday lives. They 
teach the need for competition, the 
value of public service and the strength 
of the individual voice and vote. By 
reinforcing these basic American ideals, 
Boys and Girls State help to shape the 
future society.

 “It was a positive experience 
developing that leadership mentality 
and attitude,” Berrios said.

 

Javonni Barlow, Se’Yanna Jones, Celeste Montijo, Aminah 
Mujahid, Haley Robinson, Daysamaire Rosario and Dr. Brian 
Henry, superintendent.

Steven Berrios, Donovan Dunaway, Mason Michels and 
Collin Ronje and Dr. Brian Henry, superintendent.

Woo Sung Song Dr. Brian Henry, 
superintendent and Daysamaire 
Rosario



Partridge teachers came together to design Project Based 
Learning units during professional development time on 
Friday, Sept. 2. In honor of our military community, project 
ideas reflect situations unique to our population. Students 
will explore welcoming new friends, packing for a new duty 
station, involving the community to improve our schools, 
designing sound dampening rooms for housing, designing 
a new base, and helping wounded warriors.

Teachers at Wood Elementary spent 
their lunch break going to places 
like Paris, the Grand Canyon and 
Greece. Robin Woolsey, technology 
integration specialist, is hosting 
a monthly “Lunch in the Lab” for 
Wood Elementary faculty this year. 
During the lab, teachers learn 
about new technology and how to 
use it. During September, teachers 
experienced Nearpod headsets, 
which allow the user to virtually take 
field trips anywhere in the world and 
to experience lessons on subjects 
diverse as verb tenses, use of 
coordinates and seasons. 

Where did you 
go for lunch? 

Madalyn Duvall, an eighth grader, has been named the 
Waynesville Middle School Rotary Student of the Month for 
September and was honored at the Sept. 13 Rotary Club 
meeting. Duvall, the daughter of Tim and Sarah Duvall, 
is an excellent student.  According to her teachers she is 
spirited and deeply involved in community service.  She 
is a member of National Junior Honor Society and serves 
as an 8th grade officer in Student Council.  As an officer 
she assists students in finding classes the first days of 
school, helps decide activities for assemblies and will 
be representing WMDS at the district student council 
meeting in October. Duvall also takes an active role in 
the community by volunteering her time to theater, youth 
sports and area cleanup. 



Wood kindergarten students 
enjoyed the interactive book, 
“Press Here,” while visiting the 
library. Students then used Play 
Doh to create their own shapes 
that they could press and 
change into something else!

Partridge Elementary was joined by their PIE partners the 84th Chemical 
Battalion and 554th Engineer Battalion on Sept. 12 to remember Patriot 
Day. Trooper Volkmer with the Highway Patrol Water Division also 
attended. A student leader introduced the guests, fifth graders read 
a poem and sang “Sing, America, Sing.” LTC Galbraith spoke to the 
students about September 11 and both units brough vehicles that the 
students were able to tour.

    Waynesville cross country runners competed in the 5k varsity 
race on Monday. The top three girls included Alaixces Bartley 
(5th, 22:28), Maddie Newsom (7th, 22:45) and Bryanna Baze 
(11th, 23:11). The girls team took home a plaque finishing 2nd 
as a team. 
    The top three boys included Luke Morrison (5th, 18:22), 
Daniel Ray (14th, 19:32) and Jose Hernandez (17th, 19:40). The 
boys finished 4th as a team. 
    The next cross country meet will be Thursday, Sept. 22, in 
Rolla. 

Patriot 
Day at 
Partridge 


